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SCUOLA SECONDARIA DI I GRADO - A2

WEIRD SCHOOL RULES IN THE UK 

Do you sometimes think the rules at your school are unfair? Maybe you can't use your phone in class. 
Or you can't run in the corridor. But guess what? Some schools in the UK have rules that are even 
stranger!

Every place has rules: restaurants, buses, cinemas… and, of course, schools. Rules are important 
because they help people live together. But sometimes, they make you think: "Why?!"

For example, there's a school in London where students cannot have a best friend. Yes, you read that 
right! The school wants children to be friends with everyone, not just one person. It sounds strange, 
but there is one good thing: if you fight with a friend, you still have many other friends to talk to.

In another school in Cornwall, teachers cannot use red pens to correct homework. The school says red 
is a "negative" colour, so teachers use green pens instead. Some students like this rule because green 
looks friendlier. But a bad mark is still a bad mark!

And if you like wearing warm jumpers, be careful in Surrey. There's a school there where pupils cannot 
wear jumpers until November. Until then, they must wear the school blazer. If they want to take it off, 
they have to ask politely. Many parents don't like this rule because mornings in the UK can be very 
cold, especially in September and October.

So, the next time your teacher tells you to turn off your phone or pay attention in class, don't worry. 
At least you can still have a best friend, use red pens and wear a warm jumper!



Mondadori Education for English
© 2025 Mondadori Education

1.	 Answer these questions about the text.

EXCERCISES

1.	 Why can't students have a best friend at the London school?
2.	 What colour pens do teachers use at the Cornwall school? Why?
3.	 When can students wear jumpers at the Surrey school?
4.	 What must students at the Surrey school do if they want to take off their blazer?
5.	 According to the text, what is one good thing about the London school's rule?

•	 No best friends (London)
•	 Only green pens (Cornwall)
•	 No jumpers until November (Surrey)

Use these phrases to help you:

•	 I think this rule is...
•	 In my opinion...
•	 This is good/bad because...
•	 I agree/disagree because...
•	 At my school, we...

1.	 In many schools, you  run in the corridor.

2.	  I go to the toilet please?

3.	 Teachers in Cornwall  use green pens.

4.	 Students  have many friends at the London school.

5.	 Students  wear jumpers in September at the Surrey school.

2.	 Complete with can, can't or must:

3.	 Choose ONE of these strange school rules and write your opinion about it (40-50 words):
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SOLUZIONI

1.	 1.	 Because the school wants children to be friends with everyone, not just one person.
	 2.	 Green pens, because they think red is a "negative" colour.
	 3.	 From November / Starting in November.
	 4.	 They have to ask politely.
	 5.	 If you fight with a friend, you still have many other friends to talk to.

2.	 1. can't 2. can 3. must 4. can 5. can’t
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