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What is Critical Thinking?

  “If the suggestion that occurs is at once accepted, we have 
uncritical thinking, the minimum of reflection.
To turn the thing over in the mind, to reflect, means to hunt 

for additional evidence, for new data, that will develop the 
suggestion and will either… bear it out or else make obvious 
its absurdity and irrelevance.”

John Dewey (American philosopher, psychologist 
and educational reformer) 1910



Why is Critical Thinking 
important?

1. Autonomy and independence – training students 
to “think for themselves”



Education and school: 
“traditional”

● Memorising facts
● Retaining knowledge
● The student as an empty jar
● Surface Learning



● Students and teachers questioning
● Hands-on, experiential
● The student as an active participant 
● Deeper learning and understanding

Education and school: 
“progressive”



“Teach children what to think and you limit them to your ideas.
Teach children how to think and their ideas are limitless.”

Sandra Parks, Educational Author



2. The Internet Age – Fake News

Why is Critical Thinking 
important?
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3. The Internet Age – Staying safe online

Why is Critical Thinking 
important?
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Why is Critical Thinking 
important?

4. Thinking, in general is becoming part of evaluation



Adding a Creative Thinking test to 
its Maths, Reading and Science 
tests in 2022

https://www.legofoundation.com/media/1657/creating-creator
s_andreas-schleicher-assessor.pdf

Programme for International 
Student Assessment

https://www.legofoundation.com/media/1657/creating-creators_andreas-schleicher-assessor.pdf
https://www.legofoundation.com/media/1657/creating-creators_andreas-schleicher-assessor.pdf






New Evaluation Criteria (2017-18) 
in the Comunidad de Madrid for 
marking essays in the English 
University Entrance Exam  



One out of the total 
of three marks:

● The message is clear, precise and coherent, with interesting 
ideas which are relevant to the question. 

● The candidate can develop a personal  point of view with 
original opinions which are adequately backed up.



John Dewey:

‘To turn the thing over in the mind, to 
reflect, means to hunt for additional 
evidence, for new data, that will develop 
the suggestion and will either…bear it out 
or else make obvious its absurdity and 
irrelevance.’

Why is Critical Thinking 
important?

5. In ELT, “hunting for additional 
data and new information” leads 
to more (and more meaningful) 
skills work in English 



● WHY do you think this is the correct alternative?
● WHY do you say the answer is True?
● What’s your favourite school subject? WHY?
● WHY is it a good idea to read the text once quickly before you try 

to complete the gaps?
● WHY do we double the consonant here?
● WHY do we use a gerund in this case?
● WHY are we doing this?

The teacher’s most useful 
tool – the question WHY



● WHY is the traffic so bad in big cities? 
Because there are so many people driving cars nowadays. 

● WHY are there so many people driving cars nowadays? 
Because public transport isn’t very good.

● WHY is…?

‘FIVE WHYS’ or ‘THE WHY 
CHAIN’ (Sakichi Toyoda)



Identifying true facts from bogus facts 

Different Critical 
Reading skills





Identifying facts versus opinions

Different Critical 
Reading skills
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1. How many bathrooms does the White House have?
2. What’s special about the desk in the Oval Office?
3. What sport do some people play in the Oval Office?
4. There are four doors in the Oval Office. One takes you to a private 

dining room/study and two take you to the West Wing. Where does the 
fourth take you?

Quick Quiz!
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Thinking about text types and sources 

Different Critical 
Reading skills
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Encouraging responsible research on the Internet 

Different Critical 
Reading skills







Comparing and considering socio-cultural differences 
in an objective, open-minded and respectful way  

Different Critical 
Reading skills
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School Swap, Korea Style
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZsYdesxVCg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZsYdesxVCg


Identifying and summarising key points and arguments in a text 

Different Critical 
Reading skills



How happy (from 1 to 5) 
do you think teenagers 
are in Italy? 
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Going deeper, beyond our first impressions

Different Critical 
Reading skills
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CBS NEWS and TIME



CBS NEWS and TIME



Allowing texts to change our minds and opinions

Different Critical 
Reading skills
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3-2-1 Bridge
1. Think of 3 WORDS that quickly come to your mind when you think about (using a 

smartphone at school).
2. Think quickly of 2 QUESTIONS you have about (using a smartphone at school).
3. Think of 1 SIMILE to describe speaking in public: ‘(Using a smartphone at school) is 

like…’
4. Share your ideas with other students.
5. Read the text. Does it make you want to change any of your words or your simile? 

Does it answer your questions? If not, where could you find the answers?

‘Making Thinking Visible’ – Ritchart, Church and Morrison, Jossey-Bass, 2011



Developing empathy by seeing things from other people’s viewpoints

Different Critical 
Reading skills
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Circle of Viewpoints
1. Get into groups of three. 

One of you is a police officer working at a 911 call centre.

One of you is a person who has just made a hoax 911 call because you were 
bored and wanted to make your friends laugh.

One of you is a person who has just tried to call 911 to report an accident 
that you have just witnessed but the line is busy.

2. Think about how you feel and why. Prepare what you want to say, and any 
questions you might have for the other people in your group.

3. Have your conversation.



Getting to grips with complex, “slippery” issues 

Different Critical 
Reading skills



NBC News Website



Gateway to Success B1



1. Critical Thinking/Reading doesn’t always lead to clear, black and 
white answers.

2. Beware enforcing your own opinion as the ‘right’ answer.
3. You can lead a horse to water…

IT’S WORTH REMEMBERING 
THAT….



You can lead 
a horse to water 
but you can’t make 
it drink.



“At its simplest, schools give young people a place at the 
water’s edge. 

A horse may not choose to drink if it is led to water but it 
cannot drink at all if the water is not there.”

Tony Little
“An intelligent person’s guide to education”

Bloomsbury, 2015
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Develop “visual literacy” 

Different Critical 
Reading skills
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SEE-THINK-WONDER
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Any questions, comments? 
Simply want to stay in touch for tips and news about upcoming 
webinars, etc.?
www.facebook.com/macmillangateway/ 

http://www.facebook.com/macmillangateway/



