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scanning, skimming, making deductions, 
expressing preferences, giving reasons, …

the key language skills and functions that are 
commonly tested in exams
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Terminology

Cambridge Assessment English

B1 Preliminary (for Schools)





B1 Preliminary – new format from January 2020

Paper 1: Reading

Paper 2: Writing

Paper 3: Listening

Paper 4: Speaking



B1 Preliminary – new format 

Paper 1: Reading
6 parts – 45 minutes – 32 marks (1 mark per question)

Paper 2: Writing
2 parts – 45 minutes – 40 marks (20 marks per question)

Paper 3: Listening
4 parts – 30 minutes (approx.) – 25 marks (1 mark per question) 

Paper 4: Speaking
4 parts – 12 minutes (approx.) – 25 marks

Writing/talking time 
= 2 hrs 12 mins



B1 Preliminary – old Reading & Writing

Reading – decide if each statement is correct/incorrect

Writing – sentence transformations

Writing – short communicative message (35-45 words)



Sentence transformations
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appear on B2 First exam

Sentence transformations
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Match 5 descriptions of people 
to eight short texts

B1 Preliminary – Reading 
– Part 2 
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B1 Preliminary – Reading 
– Part 3 

text 
 
+ 5 x 4-option multiple choice

(same as the old Part 4)
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NEW TASK
Text

5 removed sentences
 
3 distractors
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SAME AS OLD PART 
5 BUT SHORTER

Multiple choice cloze 
6 questions

B1 Preliminary – Reading 
– Part 5 





B1 Preliminary – Reading 
– Part 6

NEW TASK
Open cloze 
6 questions
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B1 Preliminary – Writing

2 writing tasks
Both approximately 100 words



B1 Preliminary – Writing 
– Part 1

Email with notes

Candidates reply
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B1 Preliminary – Writing 
– Part 2

Choice of article or story



B1 Preliminary – Writing – Part 2 – article



B1 Preliminary – Writing – Part 2 – article







B1 Preliminary – Listening

Some parts swapped around

One task type removed (decide if 6 statements are correct/incorrect)

One new task



Same as old Part 1
7 short monlogues
or dialogues

3-option m/c
(pictures)

B1 Preliminary – Listening



B1 Preliminary – Listening – Part 2

NEW TASK
6 discrete short dialogues

3-option m/c
(question or sentence completion)



B1 Preliminary – Listening – Part 2





Gap-fill

6 questions
(one or two words, number, date, time)

B1 Preliminary – Listening 
– Part 3



Old Part 2

Interview
6 questions
3-option m/c

B1 Preliminary – Listening 
– Part 4



B1 Preliminary – Speaking

Similar to the old format with
some minor changes



Preliminary – Speaking – Part 1

Respond to questions, giving factual or personal information: 
personal details, daily routines, likes, dislikes, etc

The interlocutor speaks to the candidates in turn
(approx 2 minutes)
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Old Part 3
BUT
candidate’s photos 
'not necessarily' on the same topic
(approx 1 minute per candidate)

Preliminary – Speaking – Part 2
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Preliminary – Speaking – Part 3

Old Part 2
Collaborative task
(approx 4 minutes)
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General conversation

BUT now based on topic of collaborative task, 
not photos
(approx 4 minutes)

Preliminary – Speaking 
– Part 4
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