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What do we mean
by 'debate'?
(Noun) – a formal discussion
on a particular matter. A public 
meeting in which opposing
arguments are put forward
and which usually ends with a 
vote.

2) (Verb) – to argue about, 
discuss or talk through (a 
subject) especially in a formal
manner.



Why is this a language tool?

• It’s a great way to get students talking and thinking in English in class

• It’s motivating

• It leads to a lot of other activities

• It’s fun



Why is it a life skill?
It’s what they will have to do in real life when they leave school.



Our places of work will be melting pots of 
different cultures… that use English to 
communicate



Where do I start?



Build up skills in stages…

with a lot of
teamwork



Give them some 
language!
Present the topic.

Teach them the vocabulary.



Write as many 
words as possible 
connected to the 
environment.
• global warming

• pollution

• greenhouse gas

• pesticides

• renewable energy

• solar panels, wind turbines, 
electric dams

• toxic waste



The language of debate and discussion
Expressing an opinion Agreeing Disagreeing

I think I agree I disagree

I believe I think that’s true I don’t think that’s true

In my opinion You’re right You’re mistaken

The way I see it That’s a good point What’s that got to do with it?

In my view I agree in part I see what you mean, but…

It’s important to.. I completely agree I hear what you’re saying, but…



The language of debate and discussion
Expressing an
opinion

Agreeing Disagreeing

I think I agree I disagree

Complete the table with the 
expressions below.

I believe
In my view
I hear what you’re saying, 
but…
The way I see it
I agree in part
You’re mistaken
What’s that got to do with it? 
It’s important to..
You’re right
That’s a good point
I completely agree
I don’t think that’s true
In my opinion
I think that’s true
I see what you mean, but…



Practise with mini discussions
I think students shouldn’t start university before the 
age of 21.

6 years old is too early to start elentary school.

We should stop using fossil fuels immediately Global warming was probably invented by the media.

16-year-olds should be able to vote. The best way to get people to use public transport is…

The government should spend more money on… Driverless cars are….

Using tablets and smartphones in school… The most important thing a young person needs is…



It works like this!



Using persuasive 
language!
The students actually giving the 
presentation will need to argue
their case and try and persuade 
their classmates that their
viewpoint is correct.



Persuasive 
phrases
Debunking the opposite 
viewpoint.

Some people 
believe that….. 

However, …



Persuasive 
phrases
Using emotive language.

The environment is
really important to us
and we’re convinced
that nuclear power is
the only way to beat 

global warming



Persuasive 
phrases
Engaging the audience

In the end, the most
important thing to 

remember is…



Practise persuading with mini-presentations.
Brainstorm a topic/idea in small groups.

In the future all
school children
will study from

home via 
webinars.

Webinars accessible worldwide. 
International classrooms

Students can get up later

No teacher-student
interaction

Save money
no school buildings to maintain

Difficult to do team 
or group work

Less easy 
to make friends



Perform as a 
pairwork

Many people believe that
if students studied at 
home via webinars, it

would save money and 
energy, but actually it
would have a negative 
effect on their ability to

make friends. 

The most important
thing to remember is
that human beings
need to socialise.



How do I schedule all of this into the 
curriculum?



Preparing the argument.

The discussion will be conducted as a real debate, so the 
arguments for and against need to be prepared in advance.

Select two small groups of 3-4 students and present them with a 
thought-provoking statement.

e.g. 
“In 10 years’ time all cars will be driverless.”



Key points!

The preparation of the presentation has to be a group activity.

There should be a mix of stronger and weaker students in each group.

Each student in the group should give part of the presentation.



What about the 
others?
They also need to read up about
the subject.

In small groups or pairs they
need to prepare some questions
to ask during the debate



“The aim of argument, or of discussion, should not be victory, but 
progress.” 

Joseph Joubert

Holding the debate.



Vote! 
Have a secret vote where
students write yes or no on a 
piece of paper, or whatever is
appropriate.



Feedback.
Avoid criticism

Self appraisal

Feedback from the class.



Correcting
mistakes
Do this anonymously.

If there’s time you can write a few
common errors on the board for 
the whole class to correct.

Or you can prepare a short
worksheet for the start of the 
next lesson or as homework.



Spin offs and consolidation
Essay writing



Spin offs and consolidation
Video making
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