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619 Elogio della democrazia ateniese (anno 1972)
Gennhqevnte" de; kai; paideuqevnte" ou{tw" oiJ tw'nde provgonoi w[/koun politeivan
kataskeuasavmenoi, h|" ojrqw'" e[cei dia; bracevwn ejpimnhsqh'nai. Politeiva ga;r
trofh; ajnqrwvpwn ejstivn, kalh; me;n ajgaqw'n, hJ de; ejnantiva kakw'n. ÔW" ou\n ejn kalh'/
politeiva/ ejtravfhsan oiJ provsqen hJmw'n, ajnagkai'on dhlw'sai, di’ h}n dh; kajkei'noi
ajgaqoi; kai; oiJ nu'n eijsin, w|n oi{de tugcavnousin o[nte" oiJ teteleuthkovte". ÔH ga;r
aujth; politeiva kai; tovte h\n kai; nu'n, ajristokrativa, ejn h|/ nu'n te politeuovmeqa kai;
to;n ajei crovnon ejx ejkeivnou wJ" ta; pollav. Kalei' de; oJ me;n aujth;n dhmokrativan, oJ de;
a[llo, w|/ a]n caivrh/, e[sti de; th'/ ajlhqeiva/ met’ eujdoxiva" plhvqou" ajristokrativa.
Basilh'" me;n ga;r ajei; hJmi'n eijsin: ou|toi de; tote; me;n ejk gevnou", tote; de; aiJretoiv:
ejgkrate;" de; th'" povlew" ta; polla; to; plh'qo", ta;" de; ajrca;" divdwsi kai; kravto"
toi'" ajei; dovxasin ajrivstoi" ei\nai, kai; ou[te ajsqeneiva/ ou[te peniva/ ou[t’ ajgnwsiva/
patevrwn ajpelhvlatai oujdei;" oujde; toi'" ejnantivoi" tetivmhtai, w{sper ejn a[llai"
povlesin, ajlla; ei|" o{ro", oJ dovxa" sofo;" h] ajgaqo;" ei\nai kratei' kai; a[rcei.
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