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PAPER 1 Reading  (1 hour)

PART 1 You are going to read a passage from a novel. For questions 1 – 8 choose the answer 
(A, B, C or D) which you think fi ts best according to the text.

PAPER PAPER 11 Reading  Reading 

PART PART 11

It is called the Portobello Road because a long 
time ago a sea captain called Robert Jenkins 
stood in front of a committee of the House 
of Commons and held up his amputated ear. 
Spanish coast guards, he said, had boarded his 
ship in the Caribbean, cut off his ear, pillaged 
the vessel, then set it adrift. Public opinion had 
already been aroused by other Spanish outrages, 
and the Jenkins episode was the last straw to those 
elements in Parliament which opposed Walpole’s 
government. They demanded British vengeance 
and so began the War of Jenkins’s Ear.
In the following year, 1739, Admiral Vernon 
captured the city of Puerto Bello in the 
Caribbean. It was one of those successes that 
are popular with patriotic Englishmen, though 
many hardly knew what the point of it was. In 
the words of a poet writing about another battle 
and another war: “That I cannot tell, said he, 
but ’twas a famous victory.” Vernon’s triumph 
put Puerto Bello on the map and gave rise to a 
number of commemorative names. Notting Hill 
and Kensal were open country then where sheep 
and cattle grazed, and one landowner called his 
fi elds Portobello Farm. In time the lane that led to 
it became the Portobello Road. But for Jenkins’s 
ear it would have been called something else.
Street markets abounded in the area, in Kenley 
Street, Sirdar Road, Norland Road, Crescent 
Street, and Golborne Road. The one to survive 
was the Portobello, and from 1927 onwards a 
daily market was held there from eight in the 
morning to eight in the evening and 8 a.m. till 
9 p.m. on Saturdays. It still is, and in a much 
reduced state on Sundays too. The street is long, 
like a centipede snaking up from Pembridge Road 
in the south to Kensal Town in the north, its legs 
splaying out all the way and almost reaching 

the Great Western main line and the Grand 
Union Canal. Shops line it and spill into the 
legs, which are its side streets. Stalls fi ll most of 
the centre, for though traffi c crosses it and some 
cars crawl patiently along it among the people, 
few use it as a thoroughfare. The Portobello has 
a rich personality, vibrant, brilliant in colour, 
noisy, with graffi ti that approach art, bizarre 
and splendid. An indefi nable edge to it adds a 
spice of danger. There is nothing safe about the 
Portobello, nothing suburban. It is as far from 
an average shopping street as can be imagined. 
Those who love and those who barely know it 
have called it the world’s fi nest street market. You 
can buy anything there. Everything on earth is 
on sale: furniture, antiques, clothes, bedding, 
hardware, music, food and food and more food. 
Vegetables and fruit, meat and fi sh, and cheese 
and chocolate. The stalls sell jewellery, hats, 
masks, prints, postcards old and new, shawls and 
scarves, shoes and boots, pots and pans, fl owers 
real and artifi cial, furs and fake furs, lamps and 
musical instruments. You can buy a harp there or 
a birdcage, a stuffed bear or a wedding dress, or 
the latest bestseller. If you want to eat your lunch 
in the street, you can buy paella or pancakes, 
piping hot from a stall. But no live animals or 
birds are for sale.

from Ruth Rendell, Portobello (2008), Chapter one
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1 What happened to his ear according to captain Robert Jenkins?
 A  It was cut off by Spanish guards.
 B  It was cut off by guards from the House of Commons.
 C  It was held up in front of a committee by other pirates.
 D  It was cut off by some people for vengeance.

2 What is meant by “the Jenkins episode was the last straw”?
 A  The last of a long series of pleasant episodes.
 B  The fi nal problem that stretched one’s endurance or patience beyond the limit.
 C  Stalks of grain that were put somewhere to freshen.
 D  An event that prevented people from taking measures to stop something.

3 Puerto Bello was put on the map after 
 A  it was captured by the Spanish.
 B  captain Robert Jenkins changed its name.
 C  it was conquered by the British.
 D  one landowner called his fi elds Portobello Farm.

4 Street markets abounded in the area of Kenley Street, Sirdar Road, Norland Road, Crescent Street, 
and Golborne Road. Only the Portobello survived. Why?

 A  The writer doesn’t say.
 B  Because the street is very long.
 C  Because the other street markets were closed on Sunday.
 D  It is not clear, maybe because of the Wall Street crash of 1929.

5 Where are the shops in Portobello? 
 A  In the centre of the street.
 B  Along the street.
 C  Along the street and in the side streets.
 D  Only in the side streets.

6 The daily market in Portobello
 A  was held here the whole week, now it is only on Sunday.
 B  is held here the whole week, but only for some hours on Sundays.
 C  is held here the whole week, also on Sundays. 
 D  is held here all days of week and at the weekend for more hours.

7 You
 A  cannot go through the market by car because it’s forbidden.
 B  can go through the market by bike or motorbike but proceed slowly.
 C  can go through the market by car but you must drive slowly.
 D  can go through the market by car without any problem. 

8 What is NOT Portobello road?
 A  A beautiful and lively place.
 B  A place where you can fi nd everything.
 C  A noisy and unsafe place.
 D  A normal shopping street.
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