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You are going to read an extract from an essay by a Victorian historian and literary critic. Seven 
sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-H the one which fi ts each 
gap (1-7). There is an extra sentence which you do not need to use.

Let us turn to the Englishwoman – the young 
Englishwoman – of 1897. She is educated. Whatever things 
are taught to the young man are taught to the young 
woman. If she wants to explore the wickedness of the 
world she can do so, for it is all in the books. (1) _____ 
; she can learn the structure of the body if she wishes. 
At school, at college, she studies just as the young man 
studies, but harder and with greater concentration. 

She has invaded the professions. She cannot become a 
priest, because the Oriental prejudice against women still 
prevails, so that women in the Church of England are not 
allowed to sing in the choir, or to play the organ, not to 
speak of preaching. In the same way she cannot enter 
the Law. Some day she will get over this restrictions, but 
not yet. (2) _____ . That restriction is now removed; she 
can, and she does, practise as a physician or a surgeon, 
generally the former.

There is no branch of literature in which women have not 
distinguished themselves. In music they compose, but not 
greatly; they play and sing divinely. The acting of the best 
among them is equal to that of any living man. (3) _____ 
; in fact, there are thousands of women who now make 
their livelihood by writing in all its branches. As for the 
less common professions – the accountants, architects, 
insurance agents – they are rapidly being taken over by 
women.

(4) _____ ; women do not ask themselves whether they 
must earn their own bread or live a life of dependence. 
Necessity or no necessity, they demand work, with 
independence and personal liberty. Whether they will take 
upon them the duties and responsibilities of marriage, they 
postpone for further consideration. I believe that, although 
in the fi rst eager running there are many who profess to 
despise marriage, the voice of nature and the instinctive 
yearning for love will prevail.

The young Englishwoman of 1897
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A He will not see in her a frail, tender plant which must be protected from cold winds
B They have become journalists, in some cases of remarkable ability
C because she already knows as much as he knows himself
D The secrets of nature are not closed to her
E The fi rst college for women was founded in 1848
F It is no longer a question of necessity
G For a long time she was kept out of medicine
H The girls go off by themselves on their bicycles

1 D – 2 G – 3 B – 4 F – 5 H – 6 A – 7 C (E is the extra sentence)  

KEYS

Personal independence: that is the keynote of the situation. 
Mothers no longer attempt the old control over their 
daughters: they would fi nd it impossible. (5) _____ ; they go 
about as they please; they neither compromise themselves 
nor get talked about. For the fi rst time in man’s history it is 
regarded as a right and proper thing to trust a girl as a boy 
insists upon being trusted. 

Out of this personal freedom will come, I daresay, a change 
in the old feelings of young man to maiden. (6) _____ ; she 
can protect herself perfectly well. He will not see in her any 
longer a creature of sweet emotions and pure aspirations, 
coupled with a complete ignorance of the world, because 
she already knows all that she wants to know. Nor will he 
see in her a companion whose mind is a blank and whose 
conversation is insipid, (7) _____ . Nor, again, will he see 
in her a housewife whose whole time will be occupied in 
superintending servants or in making, brewing, confecting 
things with her own hand.

(Walter Besant, The Queen’s Reign, 1897)
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